Viscount Halifax

mer. Some date in January 1925 was the next suggested for the
Conversation, but soon the Dean's health and Gore's prospec-
tive absence abroad forced another postponement. Eventually
it was decided that the meeting could not take place until May.

Halifax, however, had no intention of spending the interval
idly. In addition to incessant correspondence in the press and
with friends, he projected visits to Paris and Malines. The delay
would enable the Roman Catholic representatives to produce
memoranda on the episcopate, and he began to press for the
preparation of these.

He met Portal in Paris on November iSth. After seeing
'masses of people'27 in the ecclesiastical world, he went on to
Malines with the Abb4 taking with him a paper he had written
on the Papacy and the episcopate, and the importance of the
distinction in doctrine between what was defide and what was
only theological opinion. His most pressing business with the
Cardinal, apart from that of dates and agenda, was to try to in-
duce him to obtain from the Pope during the coming Jubilee
Year an expression of his desire for the corporate Reunion of
the Church of England with that of Rome, and as a corollary
his approval of the Conversations. The response was encourag-
ing.

The Cardinal seemed to rhink . . . that if Rome had any sort
of reason to hope that such an expression on its part would not be
disagreeable to the Archbishop of Canterbury but would be kind-
ly received that it was quite possible such a statement might be
made in the Highest Quarter.28

On the way back from Malines Halifax's handbag, contain-
ing his box of papers and a number of treasured possessions, was
stolen at Victoria Station. The box of papers was subsequently
recovered with most of its contents, but die locket his wife had
given him on their wedding-day and other objects of personal